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fund of hatred will be exhausted. It is a universal law that an ac-
tion which meets with no reaction finally spends itself. One who has
understood this law will never think of taking revenge.
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE IN JHARIA
I had told the delegates who had assembled for the Congress
week that the people should not plunge into active civil dis-
obedience in Jharia, and I had said that I would write a note on
this in Navajivan. I beg forgiveness of these gentlemen for having
forgotten to do so. The circumstances in Jharia are exceptional.
There are thousands of workers there. Besides them, only well-
to-do Marwari, Gujarati, Bengali and other business people who
have dealings with them live there. To start active civil disobe-
dience in this place will certainly mean arousing the working class.
Even individual civil disobedience is likely to cause excitement
among them. I have, therefore, given my emphatic advice
against starting active civil disobedience in this place at present.
To introduce civil disobedience among workers would be inviting
trouble. In such places, therefore, activities like promoting the use
of khadi, popularizing the spinning-wheel and carrying on
propaganda against drinking should be greatly intensified and,
since Jharia is a mine of wealth as much as, and because, it is a
centre of coal mines, it should provide the money required for
all the activities in Bihar. Ramjas Babu and other rich gentle-
men of the place can give the fullest help in such work. If they
solve the Bihar Provincial Congress Committee's difficulties
about money, spread the use of khadi among workers, themselves
spin and persuade the latter to spin and weave, see that they give
up drinking and make them aware of their duties and then of their
rights, I would think that they had fully served the cause of non-
co-operation.
PLEADING IN AGENCY COURTS
A friend writes to ask me if it is true that I have expressed
the view that every non-co-operator can practise in Agency courts.
I have given such advice to no one. However, with reference to
the cases of Shri Mansukhlal and Shri Manilal Kothari which have
recently come up in Kathiawar, I have indeed said that they can
defend themselves in Agency courts and engage counsel. Both
of them are subjects of Indian States and are trying to uphold
their own and others' rights in these States. They are not non-
co-operators with regard to matters arising out of circumstances
in Indian States. Hence, if they wish to take up the pro-